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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
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Responsive to communication(s) filed on s 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) B^This action is - 

3»D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for * e ^ '* 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay le, 1935 CD. 11, 453 0.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims , ^ +; ™ 

; 7 is/are pending in the application. 
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8) D Claims 
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is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Request for Continued Examination(RCE) 

1. This action is issued in response to applicant's Request for Continued Examination 
(RCE)(Paper #8 and 9) filed 1 1/17/03. 

2. No claims were deleted. None were added. None were amended. 

3. Claims 1-23 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as unpatentable over Ijichi(US Pat. No: 
5,932,859) in view of Chusid(US Pat. No: 5,870,720). 

6. As per claims 1-23 Ijichi teaches a reward system for encouraging participation Abstract) in 
a customized program(col 1 line 59-col 2 line 62) Jjichi also teaches rewarding for collection of 
money's worth(Fig 7) by participants in a program. Ijichi further discloses determining eligibility 
and rewarding accordingly(Fig 7/704/706) as well as receiving credit for a money retrieval 
service and allocating the reward(col 7 lines 16-30). Ijichi further teaches a computerized reward 
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system(Fig 1) for individual participation in an endeavor and performance (Abstract)(Fig 
6/ 1 /2/60 1 /603/604/605/6 10/611/61 2/6 13/614/61 5/6 1 6/6 1 7/6 1 9/650)(col 6 line 53-col 7 line 14). 
Ijichi teaches providing rewards for good performance and meeting objectives(col 2 lines 7-37). 
In addition to that taught by Ijichi, Chusid further teaches a method of restructuring 
debt( Abstract) as well as collection performance(Fig 2/210) as well as a face amount of the 
debt(Fig 2/202).Chusid further teaches determining each shareholder's pro rata share of the 
monthly assessment for restructuring and extinguishing a debt(Fig 3/300/302/304/306)(col 13 
line 7-col 14 line 58).Chusid teaches amortization and collecting on a debt(col 10 line 20-col 12 
line 63). Chusid teaches collecting on a debt(col 10 line 20-col 12 line 63).It would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine Ijichi in view of Chusid 
to teach the invention and to specifically apply this reward system for performance in the 
collection of a debt. The motivation to combine is to teach an effective debt reduction program 
by incentivising the amortization of debt and enhancing yields to a lender (col 4 lines 32-37) as 
enunciated by Chusid and applied to reward incentive systems for successful participation and 
performance in loan reduction and recovery of money and money's worth. 



7. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/17/03 have been fully considered but are moot in view of 
the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE NON-FINAL. 
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*********************************************** 

9. Any questions concerning this communication should be addressed to the primary 
examiner of record, Dr. Geoffrey Akers, P.E., who can be reached between 6:30 AM and 5:00 
PM Monday through Friday at 703-306-5844. If attempts to contact the primary examiner are 
unsuccessful, the primary examiner's superior, Mr. Vincent Millin, SPE, may be telephoned at 
(703)-308-1065. 




DR. GEOFFREY R. AKERS, RE. 
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